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Open Government Declaration 
September 2011

As members of the Open Government Partnership, committed to the principles enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the UN Convention against Corruption, and other applicable international
instruments related to human rights and good governance:

We acknowledge that people all around the world are demanding more openness in government. They
are calling for greater civic participation in public affairs, and seeking ways to make their governments
more transparent, responsive, accountable, and effective.

We recognize that countries are at different stages in their efforts to promote openness in government,
and that each of us pursues an approach consistent with our national priorities and circumstances and the
aspirations of our citizens.

We accept responsibility for seizing this moment to strengthen our commitments to promote
transparency, fight corruption, empower citizens, and harness the power of new technologies to make
government more effective and accountable.

We uphold the value of openness in our engagement with citizens to improve services, manage public
resources, promote innovation, and create safer communities. We embrace principles of transparency and
open government with a view toward achieving greater prosperity, well-being, and human dignity in our
own countries and in an increasingly interconnected world.

Together, we declare our commitment to:

Increase the availability of information about governmental activities.:Governments collect and hold
information on behalf of people, and citizens have a right to seek information about governmental
activities. We commit to promoting increased access to information and disclosure about governmental
activities at every level of government. We commit to increasing our efforts to systematically collect and
publish data on government spending and performance for essential public services and activities. We
commit to pro-actively provide high-value information, including raw data, in a timely manner, in
formats that the public can easily locate, understand and use, and in formats that facilitate reuse. We
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commit to providing access to effective remedies when information or the corresponding records are
improperly withheld, including through effective oversight of the recourse process. We recognize the
importance of open standards to promote civil society access to public data, as well as to facilitate the
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